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ANNOUNCEMENT 


Pursuant to the recommendation of the Committee on Uniform 
Crime Records of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the 
Division of Investigation will begin in the issue of the bulletin Uniform 
Crime Reports for the first quarter of 1934, the publication of crime rates 
for individual cities with population in excess of 100,000, 
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Classification of Offenses 


The term “offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification 
occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prose- 
cuting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the fol- 
lowing group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
to be those most generally and completely reported to the police: 
Criminal homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
and (b) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated 
assault; a oe or entering; larceny—theft; and auto 
theft. The figures contained herein include also the number of at- 
tempted crimes of the designated classes. Attempted murders, 
however, ‘are reported as aggravated assaults. In other words, an 
attempted burglary or robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin 
in the same manner as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are rted by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 

In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification. 


(1) 
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1. Criminal homicide——(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes 
all felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental 
deaths. (6) Manslaughter by aniiiaade~toeiybes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the 
person responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. : 

2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 


rape. 

3. Robbery.—lIncludes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
force or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, 
robbery armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent.to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, poisoning, scalding, or by use of acids; mayhem, ; 
Does not include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering—lIncludes burglary, housebreaking, safe 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft)—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. 
(b) Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the Bcc A stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or t of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, ‘“con-games”’, 
forgery, passing worthless checks, ete. 

7. Auto theft:—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called ‘‘joy-riding’’ thefts. Does not 
include taking for eee when actually returned by the taker, or unauth- 
orized .use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the Division of Investigation does not vouch for its accuracy. It is 
given out as current information, which may throw some Tight on 
problems of crime and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 


Extent of Reporting Area 

In the following table there is shown the number of police depart- 
ments which contributed one or more crime reports during the cal- 
endar year 1933. The cities are listed according to size, and for each 
group the total population represented is shown. Population figures 
in excess of 10,000 are the estimates of the Bureau of the Census as 
of July 1, 1932. Similar estimates were not available for cities with 
less than 10,000 inhabitants, and, accordingly, for them the 1930 
census figures were employed. 

Since the inception of uniform crime reporting in 1930, there has 
been a continuous growth in the size of the reporting area. The 
number of reporting cities and the population represented thereby, 
are shown below for each calendar year to date. 


It will be observed that during 1933 the reporting area showed an 
increase of 80 cities with an aggregate population of 9,145,032. 
Furthermore, one or more reports were received during 1933 from 
86 percent of all cities with over 10,000 inhabitants. These cities 
included 95 percent of the population of all cities in that group. 
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Notge.—The above table does not include 809 cities and rural townships ting a total population 
of 4,628,417. The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10, population filing returns, 
whereas the rural townships are of varying population groups. 


MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population 


There is shown in table 1 the number of offenses reported by the 
police departments in 1,264 cities with an aggregate population of 
49,470,686. The figures are subdivided into six groups according to 
size of city, and are also expressed in the form of rates per 100,000 
ar ag m the whole, the compilation shows that cities with popu- 

ation in excess of 100,000 have higher crime rates than the smaller 
communities. It appears further that with certain exceptions, the 
crime rates vary among the six groups of cities according to size of 
city. The exceptions to this general variation are as follows: Murder 
and manslaughter for group VI, robbery for group II, aggravated 
assault for groups I and II, and burglary and larceny for group I. 
For the offense of rape there are several exceptions to the tendency 
noted above, but there is a rather small variation in the crime rates 
—— for the six groups of cities. 

e amount of variation in the crime rates for cities divided 
according to size differs with the offense. For murder and larceny- 
theft, the highest rate reported is two times as great as the lowest, 
and for manslaughter by negligence and aggravated assault, the 
highest figure is more than 2% times as great as the lowest. The 
— burglary rate is slightly less than twice the lowest figure. 
The greatest amount of variation in the rates reported is found in the 
figures for robbery and auto theft. 

Offenses of burglary—breaking or entering, larceny—theft, and 
auto theft account for nine tenths of the reported offenses included 
in table 1. Offenses of robbery constitute 6 percent, and the remain- 
ing 4 percent consists of offenses of murder, manslaughter by negli- 
gence, rape, and agerarated assault. ; 

Seventy-eight of the cities with population in excess of 100,000 
people reported larcenies classified according to the value of the 
article stolen. A tabulation of that information is shown below: 


Population group 
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It will be observed that for major larcenies the larger cities report 
the higher rate, but for the minor larcenies the opposite is true. 


Taste 1.—Offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 1983; 
number and rates per 100,000 by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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370 cities, [aes te 25,000; total popula- 
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Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, January to December, 
inclusive, 193 


Table 2 shows the daily average number of offenses reported by 
the 1,264 cities included in table 1. It should be noted, however, 
that the ave for manslaughter by negligence and larceny—theft 
are based on the reports of 1,263 cities with population as indicated 
in the footnotes to the table. The compilation discloses that the 
daily ave number of offenses of murder and vated assault 
is highest during the third quarter of the year. enses of mian- 
slaughter by negligence, larceny—theft, and auto theft are most 
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frequent during the fourth quarter of the year. On the other hand, 
the daily averages for robbery and aay show a high point in 
the first quarter of the year with a secon high in the fourth 
period. e figures for these two offenses are o ed to be further 
similar in that the lowest points are found in the third quarter. 


TaBLE 2.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, January to December, 
inclusive, 1983; 1,264 miscellaneous cities 
[Total population, 49,470,686, as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 
Criminal homicide 
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Papen aia esata ayer 1,268 cities with a total popu- 
averages for larceny—theft are based on reports of 1,263 cities with a total population of 


In table 3 are shown the pe averages for 87 cities with popula- 


tion in excess of 100,000. It be observed that the general trend 
of the averages is the same as that evidenced in table 2. The figures 
included in table 3 are graphically presented in figure 1. 


Tasize 3.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 87 cities over 100,000, 
anuary to December 1933 


{Total population, 29,756,512, as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census} 
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averages for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 86 cities with a total popu- 
averages for larceny—theft are based on reports of 86 cities with a total population of 29,455,612. 
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Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-33 
Table 4 contains the number of offenses reported by the pue 
departments in 70 cities with population in excess of 100,000 during 
the 3-year period 1931 to 1933. The figures are also expressed in 
the form of daily averages. The tabulation shows that there has 
been an increase in the number of offenses of murder reported during 
the period covered, from 1,418 in 1931 to 1,602 in 1933. Offenses 
of aggravated assault have likewise shown an increase from 9,724 in 
1931 to 10,766 in 1933. There has been a similar increase in the 
figures reported for burglary and larceny. ressed in terms of 
percentages, the 1933 figures have shown the following increases as 
con ~ oo for 1931: renga 12.8, ne assault 10.9, 
ary—breaking or entering 14.9, larceny—theft 8.5. 
ere have been cabeuaiia decreases in the reported offenses of 
robbery and auto theft; for robbery, from 19,198 in 1931 to 17,523 in 
1933; and for auto theft, from 87,342 in 1931 to 71,387 in 1933. 
Expressed in terms of percentages, these decreases are 8.7 and 18.3 
for robbery and auto theft, respectively. 

In presenting the ave in table 4, no attempt has been made 
to take into account the changes which have undoubtedly occurred 
in the population of the cities whose reports have been included 
therein. Although some cities may have shown a decrease in popula- 
tion during the period covered, it is reasonable to assume that on the 
whole, the population of the 70 cities has shown a slight increase. 
Taking such an increase into consideration would have the effect. of 
minimizing the amount of increase in reported crime, and of enlargi 
the extent to which offenses of robbery and auto theft have d ; 
as shown in the following table. 

TaBLe 4.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 70 cities over 100,000, 
. Jenunne Z December, inclusive, 1981-38 


[Total population, 20,204,502, as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 






pies ses siden acncceson 1,178 | 19,198 | 9,724 152, 705 
Racin sebebilinessegedes 1, 247 | 18,270 | 8,725 153, 638 
idbcsnceuddessavdesee 1, 227 | 17,523 | 10,766 165, 614 

62.6); 26.6 418.4 
pelkeccssbevsencedehes 49.9) 23.8 419.8 
Bedaiaeuis sOenss<dnand 4.0; 20.5 453.7 





Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location 

Crime rates for individual States and phic divisions of the 
country are shown in table 6. The saulchoe of cities the reports. of 
which have been employed in compiling these figures is shown in 
table 5. This information is obviously of considerable significance 
in view of the fact that there is a rather large variance in the number 
of reporting cities and the population represented thereby in the 
several States. To illustrate, the rates for ware, Idaho, Nevada, 


38235—34——2 















New Mexico, South Carolina, and Wyoming are based on the reports 
of only from 1 to 3 cities. ‘Because of the restricted reporting areas 
in those States the rates should be used with caution. 

Another factor which may affect the comparability of figures for the 
several States is the proportion of large cities included in the —— 
ing area. This factor should be given consideration in view of the 
fact that table 1 discloses a tendency for large cities to have higher 
erime rates than the smaller communities. 

Table 6 discloses that the East South Central States have the 
highest rates for murder and aggravated assault, whereas the New 

land States report the lowest figures for those offenses. The 
Middle Atlantic group reports the highest figures for manslaughter 
by ene and the lowest for burglary, larceny, and auto theft. 
he Mountain States show the highest rate for burglary, but report 
the lowest figures for manslaughter by negligence. 


Taste 5.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform crime 
reports, January to December, inclusive, 1933 
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TaBie 5.—Number o of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform crime 
reports, January to December, inclusive, 1983—Continued 


Division and State 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVIsIOn—continued 
South Atlantic—Continued. 
South Carolina. 
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TaBLE 6.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, January to December, 
inclusive, 1933 


Criminal homicide 
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inclusive, 1988—Continued 


: 
3 
8 
: 
s 
g 
® 
= 
8 
i 
s 
§ 
& 
3 
oS 
i 
é 


Division and State 
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Offenses of Robbery and Burglary, 1930-33 
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reports were compiled, and it is possible that the increase in 1931 is 
partially due to more complete reporting. 

The increase during 1932 is so slight as to be without significance, 
and the decrease during 1933 amounts to 8 percent. In connection 
with the decrease shown during 1933, it is Feoaann Beg significance 
to note that the averages for November and December of that year 
are lower than for the yeh yporun 3 months of 1930, 1931, and 1932. 

The variations in the daily averages for cities with population in 
excess of 100,000 are quite similar to those referred to for the group 
of 616 cities. In examining the figures for cities with less than 100,000 
inhabitants, however, the situation is found to be somewhat different. 
The increase in 1931 was much smaller, amounting to only 6.7 percent 
and was followed by a decrease of 11.5 percent in 1932, and an addi- 
tional decrease of 2.4 percent in 1933. For this group of cities the 
averages for both 1932 and 1933 are lower than either 1930 or 1931. 

The tabulation shows a rather definite seasonal trend for each year, 
the averages for the first and fourth quarters being considerably higher 
than those for the second and third periods. 

The figures contained in table 7 are graphically presented in figure 2. 


TasBLe 7.—Daily average, offenses of robbery known to the police, 1980-33 
[Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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In table 8 is shown the daily average number of offenses of burglary 
as muporeed by the police departments in the same 616 cities included 
in table 7. For the entire group of cities, the compilation shows an 
increase of 25.8 percent during 1931, which was followed by an addi- 
tional increase of 12.5 percent during 1932. However, a decrease of 
3.1 percent was shown for 1933. e trends for cities divided into 
two groups, according to size, are similar to those shown by the total 
of 616 cities. 

As was observed in the case of robbery, the daily ave for bur- 
glary tend to show a seasonal fluctuation with the figures for the first 
and fourth quarters being higher than those for the second and third 
portions of the year. However, the seasonal variations are not as 

ar as in the case of oe 
e burglary averages included in table 8 are likewise presented in 
figure 3. 


TaBie 8.—Daily average, offenses of burglary known to the police, 1930-33 
[Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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Offenses Known to Sheriffs and State Police, 1933 


It has not been possible to determine crime rates for rural areas 
based on uniform crime reports due to the difficulty of ascertaining 
the population area covered by reports received from law enforcement 
officials policing rural territory. However, there is presented in 
table 9, the number of offenses reported d 1933 by 37 sheriffs 
and 7 State police troops. The Division of Investigation receives 
monthly crime reports from a larger number of law enforcement 
agencies Spy rural areas. However, the tabulation includes the 
reports of those who have submitted a complete set of reports which 
apparently have been prepared in conformity with the system of 
uniform crime reporting. 

It is, of course, possible that in some few instances there is a 
duplication of offenses reported. In other words, a ~_ offense may 
be reported both by the sheriff’s department and local police 
department in an instance where they have dual jurisdiction. 

t should be noted that the reports included in the tabulation below 
at only a very small portion of the rural area of the United 
tates 


TABLE 9.—Offenses known, January to December, inclusive, 1933, as reported by 
37 sheriffs and 7 State police troops 
Criminal homicide: 


Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter-_-_........._.-.._------------ 98 
Manslaughter by negligence___.......-.-....-------+--+---s-2-.- 


tr Sele AMON wc cata ava L8 css dena kn thea adadumetel 2, 985 
urglary—breaking or entering. ----..---.-.------.---------+-+-+s---- ; 
Same ovis ved w 5 Sd. iswn os ends wd 403 Sh ee wae 5, 623 
PEGS ob e Wide ad coe bdntsewetdarnebekuoadndsbhernagwene 


DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


The data in the tables which follow should be distinguished care- 
fully from the data compiled from uniform crime reports. It should 
be noted that the tabulation of data from fingerprint records does not 
include all persons arrested, since there are individuals arrested for 
whom no fingerprint records are forwarded to Washington. Further- 
more, the number of persons arrested should not be treated as equiva- 
lent to the number of offenses known to have been committed, since 


ec n may have committed several offenses, while, on the other 
, several — may have been involved in = joint commission 
~ a single offense. The tabulations are based o erprint cards 


received from local law-enforcement officials throughout the United 
States. They have, however, been limited to records re cw 
arrests for violations of State laws and local ordinances. ‘ 

cards received from penal institutions or those representing arres 

re violation of Federal laws have not been caaleak! in this tabels: 


_ Daring the calendar year 1933, 320,173 fingerprint records were 

Of these, 297,225 ” resented males and 22 ,948 (7.2 per- 
cent) were those of females. proportion of outhful individ- 
uals was included. Thus, 62, 625 (19.6 percent) of the records repre- 
sented individuals under 21 years of age; 60,272 (18.8 t) Mn 
those of persons between 21 and 24 years o old; and 59,766 tis. 7 perce 
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were those of individuals aged between 25 and 29. In other words, 
slightly less than 6 of 10 persons arrested and fingerprinted were less 
than 30 years old. 

Examination of the arrests by age groups indicates a rapid increase 
from age 16 to age 19, at which position a high point was reached. 
The number of persons arrested at this age was 16,307 and was greater 
than that for any other single age group. For males, it likewise was 
true that the number of persons arrested was greatest at'age 19. How- 
ever, for females the highest frequency of arrests occurs at age 23. 

Of the 320,173 arrest records examined, 55,978 were those of indi- 
viduals charged with disorderly conduct, drunkenness, or vagrancy 
and 45,038 were those of persons arrested on suspicion or for investi- 
gation. (It is probable that in many instances a substantive charge 
was later we without the Division of Investigation being advised 
thereof.) Excluding arrests on the above charges, there were 219,157 


records examined. Seventy percent of these were arrests on the fol- 
lowing serious charges: 
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TaBue 11.—Arrests by age groups, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1933 
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In 113,545 instances (35 percent), the individuals involved had 
previous fingerprint records in the files of the Division of Investi- 
gation. The proportion having such previous fingerprint records 
varies from 58.9 percent for persons charged with violation of nar- 
cotic- laws to 19.6 percent for those charged with criminal 
homicide. Over 40 percent of those charged with embezzlement 
and fraud, robbery, and forgery and counterfeiting, had such ee 
vious records, whereas, this was true of only 21.2 percent of those 
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charged with driving while intoxicated. Examination of the finger- 
print cards for the individuals separated according to sex reveals 
that 36.6 percent of the males and 21.2 percent of the females had 
previous fingerprint cards on file. 


TaBLe 12.—Arrests, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1933 
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During the last 4 months of the year, 106,731 records were ex- 
amined and of these, 26,945 (25 percent) showed that the individuals 
involved had been previously convicted of some offense. Convic- 
tions on the more serious charges were as follows: 


Criminal homicide 
Ra) 


and counterfeiting... ...5. 2. en so-so 
Embezzlement and fraud 
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It will be observed that the above total of 17,316 prior convictions 
constitutes almost two thirds of the total convictions disclosed by 
the fingerprint cards. In addition, the tabulation indicates that 
over one half of those previously convicted of some one of the above 
serious charges were currently charged with some one of that same 
group of offenses. The table discloses further that during the 
4-month period under examination six individuals currently charged 


with criminal homicide had previous convictions for the same type 
of offense. 


Taste 14.—Previous convictions of persons arrested and fingerprinted, 
Sept. 1—Dec. 31, 1983 
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Taste 14.—Previous convictio ons arrested and erpri 
Sept. hice 31, 30. sides 38-—Continued ine 7 


Offense of w hic h previously convicted 
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Of the 320,173 records examined during the calendar year, 236,125 
were those of whites and 76,224 (23.8 percent) were those of Negroes. 
The proportion of Negroes among the males was substantially the 
same, but among the females was 34.7 percent. 

It is believed that figures pertaining to the number of N 
and ia tp whites who were arrested and fingerprinted can 
most f; be presented by showing them in proportion to the 
number of such fodividuale § in the general population of the country. 
Expressed in such terms, the Negroes arrested were three times as 
numerous as native whites and more than four times as numerous 
as foreign-born whites. It is further interesting to observe that on 
this basis the number of native whites arrested was 47 t greater 
than the number of foreign-born whites. However, for the offense 
of criminal homicide, foreign-born whites exceeded native whites by 
24 percent, and for assault by 100 percent. With reference to these 
two classifications, N Negroes arrested were more than eS mes as 
numerous as os whites. The preceding 
on a 6-month tabulation involving an examination of 160 ‘680 gon 


rint cards. 

"At the end of December 1933, there were 4,060,174 fingerprint 
records and 5,186,899. index containing names or aliases of 
Weshingto WA gg oe rd eg me 

ton 1 rint 
calendar year 1933, more than 45 were identified with data in the 
files of the Division. During the same period, 4,290 fugitives from 
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justice were identified from fingerprint records and information as 
to the whereabouts of these fugitives was immediately transmitted 
to the law enforcement officers or agencies desiring to apprehend 
these individuals. The number of police departments, officers 
and law enforcement agencies throughout the United States and 
foreign countries voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the Division 
at the end of December totaled 6,394. 


Tasuie 15.—Arrests, Jan. 1-—Dec. 31, 1933 


ee BBE Re 
BESSSEEE 
BERSSEZE 


i 
= 
rer rBaep p 


99 $3 po Bm pose reso 
SINZESZELES 


196 
171 
489 
368 
362 
398 
1, 606 
12, 156 
1,343 
1,019 
12,008 

687 
4, 402 


— 
* 


Tasiw 16.—Arrests, July 1—-Dec. 31, 1983 
[Rate per 100,000 of population, excluding those under 15 years of age} 
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1 Less than Mo of 1 per 100,000. 








